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every child. one voice.

President’s Letter
President’s Letter
We had the opportunity to meet many of
you at our Back-to-School Conference on
September 24. It was amazing to see such
high attendance this year and how dedicated Parent Teacher Association (PTA)/Parent
Teacher Student Association (PTSA) leaders
are to making the students, families, teachers, and administrators at your schools feel
important and valued. It is this connection
between families and schools that we want
to make better, stronger, and more viable. I
am thankful for all PTA/PTSA Board members for stepping up at their schools in order
to make a positive difference in the lives of
our students.

PTA Retention

Did you know it’s easier to keep a PTA
member than gain a new one? It’s true.
Membership statistics show that you have to
put more effort in recruiting a new member
than asking an existing member to return.
Membership retention is not about sending
a letter once a year to current PTA members
asking them to return. Retention starts from
the first day you recruit a new member!
Here are some quick steps to help you retain
members from year-to-year.
Encourage engagement now! Ask new
members to get involved with your PTA
right away. Welcome them to your PTA by
inviting them to an upcoming meeting or
asking how they wish to share their skills/
talents.
Provide useful resources. New members
want to know how their PTA membership
can help them. Provide tools and resources
to help their children reach their potential. Take a survey of your PTA members

November is traditionally the month when
we express thanks for all the blessings in
our lives. Many of us gather with family and
friends, eat more food than we need, and
make plans for the next holiday get-together. But far too many of our Jefferson County
Public Schools (JCPS) families will not be
able to do these things over Thanksgiving
Break. Many will go to shelters, food banks,
or community centers. I urge you to remember that we must work together to help all of
our students.
As a PTA leader, you are charged with
heading up efforts that promote and support
parent/family involvement. Collaborate with
your principal, the Family Resource and
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Youth Services Center (FRYSC) coordinator, or school staff to plan a literacy, math,
or technology night. The possibilities are
endless, and you can tailor programs to all
the needs of your school. You can also use
this month to recognize and celebrate the
importance and uniqueness of all the families in your school.
We are thankful for you and all you do on
behalf of the children in our community.
Sincerely,
Heather Wampler, President
671-9451
15thdistrictpta.president@gmail.com

to learn if your PTA provides relevant
tools and resources for your school and
community.
Keep in touch! PTA members want to be
knowledgeable about their children, school,
and community. Keep them informed about
events that affect their child. Connect a new
PTA member with a returning member to
form a “tag-team,” keeping new members up
to date on PTA happenings. E-mail and call
members on a regular basis with news they
need to know.
Ask for renewals. Remind members of
the successes your PTA has achieved
throughout the year and ask for membership renewal. Sharing your achievements
helps PTA members stay connected, understand the value of PTA membership, and
stay energized! Use phone, e-mail, and social media to ask for renewals. View steps to
plan for membership renewal at www
.ptakit.org.

Remember, successful PTA membership retention leads to a strong membership base,
strong school and community ties, as well as
a strong pool of potential PTA leaders. Keep
your members empowered, strong, and responsible with engagement that starts on day
one!
Best wishes for strong PTA membership,
The National PTA Membership Team
Note: Taken from www.pta.org

Raise Your Hand
for Student Success
What is American Education Week?
American Education Week is November
17 through 21, 2014. The week presents all
Americans with a wonderful opportunity
to celebrate public education and honor individuals who are making a difference in
ensuring that every child receives a quality
education. The weeklong celebration features a special observance on each day of
the week:

Monday, November 17: Kickoff Day
Across the country, schools will celebrate
excellence in education by hosting kickoff
events and activities.

Tuesday, November 18: Parents Day
Schools will invite parents into the classroom for a firsthand look at what the school
day is like for their child.

Wednesday, November 19: Education
Support Professionals Day
Education support professionals keep
schools running and keep students safe,
healthy, and ready to learn.

Thursday, November 20: Educator
for a Day
Community leaders will be invited to experience the day as educators and experience
the challenges of teaching and the needs of
students.

Friday, November 21: Substitute
Educators Day
Substitute educators play a vital role in
the maintenance and continuity of daily
education.

One Call
Parents/Guardians of students at Fern
Creek Traditional High and Fern Creek Elementary who were successfully enrolled
with the One Call Now notification service received three text alerts during an
emergency on the afternoon of
Tuesday, September 30. The
alerts provided them with specific instructions about what
was happening and where they
should go to find their children.
One Call Now is the service
that delivers these text messages for JCPS. In order for
these alerts to succeed, parents
must (1) have their updated cellular
phone information on file with Parent Portal and (2) subscribe to the
service.
Parents/Guardians should first log in to
Parent Portal and check the cell phone
numbers on file. If the numbers are accurate, proceed to step two. (If the cell phone
numbers on file are outdated, contact your
child’s school and ask a secretary how to
get those numbers updated. The school
staff members are the ones who update the
numbers.)

To subscribe to One Call Now, send
a text message to 22300 that says
“Alert.” Once you do this, you will
receive a confirmation text. Any
alerts at your child’s school will
be directed to you through a text
message. Depending on your
cellular service plan, some people may receive extra fees when
they receive text messages.
Keep in mind that this trusted
notification service only works if
your updated and accurate cell phone numbers are on file with Parent Portal. Many
principals are sending information home to
parents to remind them about this service
and about the steps they need to successfully receive alerts.
Check those numbers in Parent Portal!

Please Join the Superintendent’s PTA
• The Superintendent’s PTA is a great
way for individuals to join a PTA who
might not otherwise be able to join a
local (school) PTA unit.

For additional ideas on ways your school
can celebrate American Education Week,
the National Education Association (NEA)
is offering a free, online tool kit at
www.nea.org/aew.

• If you have joined a local unit, you can
also join the Superintendent’s PTA.

Gay Adelmann

• The more members that the PTA has
as a whole, the more the PTA can help
with advocacy for children.

First Vice President—Programs

Parent Portal uses technology that automatically matches your cell phone numbers
with your child’s school or schools. In the
event of a lockdown or other emergency,
the service is able to tailor the messages to
parents of specific schools or on a districtwide level.

• The cost to join is just $5, and part of
the money raised helps support CAP.

Last year, millions of dollars for education were going to be removed from the
Kentucky state budget. With the rally cry
of the PTA, we were able to keep that
money in the Kentucky state budget. The
PTA has a voice, and with each member
who joins, we add to that voice.
Please contact John Buie, the 15th
District PTA Membership VP, at
15thdistrictpta.2ndvp@gmail.com
with any questions or concerns.
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Time Is Almost Up to File Your IRS 990

-- Confirmation that the organization’s
annual gross receipts are normally
$50,000 or less

After You Have Filed Your IRS 990
If you filed:

The deadline is here! Every PTA unit
must file its 990 Form with the IRS by
November 15 of each year. What type of
form must be filed each year depends on the
organization’s financial activity.
All PTAs are required to submit Form
990s, regardless of annual income.
To find out what form of the 990 you need
to file, check out the National PTA Money
Matters Quick Reference Guide or the “Financial Matters” section of the Kentucky
PTA Leaders’ Notebook. Both of these resources are available online.
For most PTA units, the average gross receipts are $50,000 or less, so you will be
filing the 990N, which is completed online.
There is no reason to pay someone to file
this return for you.

990N (eFile - Online) Return Filing Instructions
1. Go to the IRS Web site at http://epost
card.form990.org. No special software
is required, just Internet access.

Calendar of Events

2. Register as a user, and obtain a login and
password. The login and password are
specific for the individual, so there is no
need to pass along the information from
the previous filer. You can have multiple
users.
3. Write down your login and password,
and keep them in a safe place.
4. Create the e-Postcard using the following items:
-- Parent Company Name: PTA Kentucky Congress (Group #5110)
-- Federal Employer ID Number (EIN) of your PTA/PTSA:
61-____________
-- Tax Year: July 1–June 30, 20__
(fiscal year)
-- Legal Name of PTA/PTSA: XYZ
PTA (as it appears on bylaws)
-- Mailing Address: Use school
address.
-- Web address (if one exists)
-- Name and address of a principal officer (president or treasurer [use
home address])

990N—After completion of filing, you will
receive an e-mail from the IRS stating that
your return is accepted. Provide a copy
of the e-mail to the PTA/PTSA president,
school president, 15th District PTA, and
Kentucky PTA, and keep a copy in the Treasurer Binder.
990EZ/990—Make a copy of the completed tax return and schedules A and B. Mark
the date it was mailed in the right corner.
Provide a copy of the tax return to the PTA/
PTSA president, school president, 15th District PTA, and Kentucky PTA, and keep a
copy in the Treasurer Binder.
At your next board meeting, let the board
members know that the IRS 990 has been
filed. Be sure that this information is included in the meeting minutes.
Tax returns must be made available for
public inspection for a three-year period beginning with the due date.
Important Note: Never disregard any mail
you receive from the IRS. Open, and respond promptly. If you are not sure what
they are asking for, call the 15th District
PTA. We are here to assist you.
Theresa Mayfield
Treasurer

November
6–7 ��������������Kentucky PTA Advocacy Training
15����������������Kentucky Membership Payment Due
16 ����������������Jefferson County Public Schools
(JCPS) Elementary Showcase of
Schools
17–21 ���������American Education Week
24 ����������������Unity Day

December
15 ����������������Kentucky Membership Payment Due
16 ����������������15th District PTA Reflections Program and General Meeting
22–Jan. 2 ���JCPS Winter Break

January
15 ����������������Kentucky Membership Payment Due
(See page 7 for CAP dates.)
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Unity Day

Monday, November 24, 2014
PTA members believe that all children and
families, regardless of their religion, race,
color, ethnicity, or socioeconomic condition,
are important and have value. The purpose
of Unity Day is to celebrate the differences that
make us unique and contribute to what unites us.
Unity Day is celebrated on the Monday of Thanksgiving week.
Gay Adelmann
First Vice President, Programs
3
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Help the 15th District Help Our PTA Community
by Supporting Our Fundraising Projects

Recycling Program
We recycle inkjet and laser cartridges, fax machines, copy machines, allin-one printers, and cell phones. Don’t throw them away anymore; we want
them. Contact Jim Lovelace at 593-1577 if you’re interested in recycling.

Kroger Fundraising

You can help the 15th District PTA through your everyday
grocery shopping. Visit www.krogercommunityrewards.com.
Register your Kroger Plus Card using our NPO number,
99507. Now, whenever you shop and scan your Kroger
Plus Card, you help the 15th District PTA.
You still have time to order Yankee Candles for
Christmas from the 15th District PTA. Visit
www.yankeecandlefundraising.com, and begin
shopping with this I.D.: 990067612.

Online Book Fair

Visit childrensbookstore.com/bookfair/,
and enter the code: 485-3535. Thirty percent
of what you purchase benefits the 15th District PTA.
Tanyeka Holt-Percentie
Vice President of Fundraising

What should be in the Treasurer’s File Box?
• A copy of the PTA bylaws and standing
rules, with sections authorizing disbursements marked
• A copy of state PTA bylaws and National PTA Bylaws (and district bylaws if
indicated)
• A copy of the current adopted budget, plus
three years of past budgets
• Receipt book to acknowledge money received by the treasurer
• Checkbook to disburse funds as authorized
• Treasurer’s account book in which to keep
the financial records of the association
(may be an electronic file)
• Permanent Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
tax information, including the following:
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• IRS determination letter of tax-exempt status and copy of application for tax-exempt
status
• Federal Employer Identification Number (FEIN), also known as EIN (Employer
Identification Number)
• Copies of filed Form 990/990-EZ, 990-N,
990-T, or other required IRS forms
• State Sales Tax Exemption Number
• Permanent state tax information, such as
state sales tax correspondence, state identification numbers, and reports filed with the
state, as required
• An up-to-date roster of the members of the
association

• A copy of this PTA Money Matters QuickReference Guide and a completed copy of
the financial management checklist
• Auditors reports, checklists and recommendations for the past two years
• All cash records
• Blank forms (Check/Reimbursement Request, Deposit, Membership Dues and any
school, state, or district required forms
• General correspondence
• Three years of budgets
Note: Copied from the 2014-15 National PTA
Money Matters Quick Reference Guide

5

PTA Essentials
• PTA Basics: Discover PTA’s history,
structure, programs, and the issues for
which it advocates. (40 min.)

E-Learning
Library
To access our e-learning courses, you will
need an online National PTA profile.
For assistance with creating a profile or
registering for a course, please read the elearning registration guide. Also, make
sure your computer meets the minimum
system requirements.

PTA Nuts and
Bolts Series
• Board Basics: Learn the basic governance structures behind most PTA units.
(40 min.) New!
• Local Unit President: This course is an
introduction to the roles and responsibilities of the local unit PTA president. (30
min.) New!
• Local Unit Secretary: This course is an
introduction to the roles and responsibilities of the local unit PTA secretary. (30
min.) New!
• Local Unit Treasurer: This course is an
introduction to the roles and responsibilities of the local unit PTA treasurer. (40
min.) New!

• Effective Advocacy for Your Child: Organize around local issues and address
them to benefit the needs of children
and your community. This course is designed for emerging local leaders, but all
are welcome to attend. (30 min.)
• National Standards for Family School
Partnerships: Explore how the National
Standards for Family School Partnerships create a framework for engaging
families in meaningful ways to support
student success. (30 min.) New!

Leadership
Enhancement
• Creating and Delivering a Speech: Improve your public speaking skills. (30
min.)
• Cultural Competency: Learn cultural
awareness and how to build relationships
across cultural groups. (20 min.)
• Ethical Leadership: Learn how to accomplish your goals with fairness and
integrity. (20 min.)
• Parliamentary Procedure: This course
will teach you how rules of conduct positively affect PTA decision-making while
ensuring fair and orderly unit operations.
(30 min.)

• Planning Your PTA Year: Learn to
keep volunteers motivated by putting an
achievable plan together for the year. (30
min.)
• Preventing Theft in Your PTA: This
course will teach you how to detect theft
in your unit and what to do if you suspect
it is happening. (30 min.)
• Running a Successful Program: Learn
the steps for taking a program idea from
concept to reality. (30 min.)
• Writing and Proposing PTA Resolutions:
Stories from “the field” combined with
practical advice make the resolution development and proposal process easy. (30
min.)

System Requirements
For optimal viewing experience of our elearning courses, please use a personal
computer that meets the following minimum system requirements:
• Broadband Internet Connection
• Flash Player 10 or later
• Internet Explorer 6 and later, Firefox
1.x and later, Safari 3 and later, Google
Chrome, Opera 9.5 and later
Not all mobile devices are supported. If you
experience difficulty accessing a course or
would like to report a problem, contact
ptatraining@pta.org.
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CAP
Clothing Assistance Program

As of October 1, 2014, we have served more than 3,000 students
at the Clothing Assistance Program (CAP). That’s less than three
months. Plans are already in the works for various clothing drives
within the school system and in the community. Everybody is aware
of the benefit that CAP provides, and the clothing is coming in. We
just need volunteer help badly to get the clothes sized and hung on
the racks. If you can give just one hour on a Tuesday, Wednesday, or
Thursday, please consider helping. Call 485-7062 to volunteer. We
are usually open on the second Saturday of the month for those who
can’t help during the week or for students who need service hours.
I want to thank the Knit and Qvell Circle at Congregation Anshel
Sfard for hand-knitting our hats and scarves for our students. The
members have helped us out with the knitting all year long. We
meet monthly to receive the knitting from this wonderful group of
ladies. We are welcoming a new group—Three Sisters, Wings of
Hope—that has offered to knit for us as well. Thank you to Penny
Vaughn, head of the group. They have been knitting for Hosparus, University of Louisville (UofL) Pediatrics, and nursing homes
for more than 12 years. Donations of kids’ clothes are always welcome. Men’s and women’s extra large and larger clothing is needed
as well. Thanks to those volunteers who are helping or have already
helped us this year. It is so appreciated.
Barbara Fisher
CAP Director

CAP Schedule
November
5

6
11
12
13
16
18
19
20

Crums Lane Elementary, Hazelwood Elementary, Johnsontown Road
Elementary
Dixie Elementary, King Elementary, Knight Middle
Hawthorne Elementary, Louisville Male High, Mill Creek Elementary
Blue Lick Elementary, Gilmore Lane Elementary, Middletown Elementary
Blake Elementary, Klondike Lane Elementary, Layne Elementary
Olmsted Academy South
Noe Middle, Trunnell Elementary
Jeffersontown Elementary, Pleasure Ridge Park High
Cochran Elementary, Coleridge-Taylor Elementary, Ramsey Middle

December
2

Schaffner Traditional Elementary, Smyrna Traditional Elementary, Wilkerson Traditional Elementary
3 Laukhuf Elementary, Portland Elementary, Valley High
4 Eisenhower Elementary, Rutherford Elementary, Wheatley Elementary
9 Waggener High, Watson Lane Elementary, Young Elementary
10 Wellington Elementary, Western High
11 Stonestreet Elementary, Western Middle

Awards
Do you know a local public school board member who has gone
above and beyond the call of duty? Show your appreciation by nominating him or her for an award!
The Proudfoot Award is presented annually to a Kentucky Public
School Board member who has exhibited distinguished leadership
and service to the community during his or her tenure on the local school board. This award is named after the late Dr. Warren H.
Proudfoot, a member of the Rowan County Board of Education and
past president of the Kentucky School Board Association. Nominations may be based on significant contributions over a sustained
period of time or for one outstanding contribution during the period
of service. Nominees should be active advocates for public education and for learning advancement opportunities for all children
within the community.
To nominate a board member for the Proudfoot Award, follow the
criteria on the form found in the Kentucky PTA Leaders’ Notebook
or online at www.kypta.org. The deadline is November 15, 2014
(postmark date). Faxed or e-mailed copies are not acceptable.
Remember your district and state awards for the 2014-15 school
year. Forms and criteria can be found in the Kentucky PTA
Leaders’ Notebook, on the Kentucky State PTA’s Web site
at www.kypta.org, or on the 15th District PTA’s Web site at
www.15thdistrictptaorg.

Deadlines
• State—November 15, 2014; February 15, 2015; and March 15, 2015
• District—March 1, 2015
Submitting an application for a state award does not qualify one for
a district award. They must be separate entries.
If you have any questions regarding any of the awards, please contact me at heather.mcgovern@jefferson.kyschools.us.
Heather McGovern
Awards Chairman
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15th District PTA Contact List 2014-15
Heather Wampler, President
671-9451 (cell) • 290-5579 (home)
15thdistrictpta.president@gmail.com

Will Calabro, ECE/Bylaws Chairman
721-8783 (home) • 802-8056 (cell) • 485-8209 (work)
william.calabro@jefferson.kyschools.us

Gay Adelmann, First Vice President, Programs
(260) 633-0463 (cell)
1stvp@15thdistrictpta.org

Carol Bartlett, FRYSC Director
485-3703
carol.bartlett@jefferson.kyschools.us

John Buie, Second Vice President, Membership
439-1759 (cell)
buie76@att.net

Shervonne Chambers, Health/Safety Chairman
802-5448
shervonnechambers7@gmail.com

Tanyeka Holt-Percentie, Third Vice President,
Ways and Means
475-7715 (cell)
christ_owned@yahoo.com

Nikki Hockman, Hospitality Chairman
650-6525
drhockman@gmail.com

Fourth Vice President, Communications
Vacant
Cherie Dimar, Fifth Vice President, Board Training
693-8104 (cell) • 244-5171 (home)
15thdistrictpta.5thvp@gmail.com
Theresa Mayfield, Treasurer
689-2227
15thdistrictpta.treasurer@gmail.com
Brenda Hinojos, Secretary
396-6052
15thdistrictpta.secretary@gmail.com
Heather McGovern, Awards Chairman
485-8300
heather.mcgovern@jefferson.kyschools.us
Barbara Fischer, CAP Director
485-7062
jcpscap@jefferson.kyschools.us
Kim Stevenson, Diversity Chairman
485-8236 • 485-3837
kim.stevenson@jefferson.kyschools.us

PTA Contact
Information
15th District PTA
www.15thdistrictpta.org
Phone: 485-3535
Kentucky PTA
www.kypta.org
Phone: 226-6607
National PTA
www.pta.org
Phone: (703) 518-1200 or
800-307-4PTA (4782)

Brian Wampler, Legislative/Web Site Chairman
671-9450
bwampler68@gmail.com

Facebook—Get Connected!

Sharon Whitworth, Parliamentarian,
Special Projects/KCAS Chairman
485-7450 (work) • 592-4185 (cell)
sharon.whitworth@jefferson.kyschools.us

15th District PTA
www.facebook.com/group
.php?gid=113211276603

Jim Lovelace, Recycling/Clip for Cash Consultant
593-1577 (cell) • 493-7272 (home)
jnklovelace63@bigvalley.net
Kathleen Helm, Scholarship Chairman
290-7363 (home) • 432-8359 (cell)
iheartpta@yahoo.com
Jason Hardy, Social Media Consultant
491-8082 (home) • 419-5410 (cell)
jason@thehardyfamily.com
Kassidy Helm, Student Representative
290-7363 (home) • 432-8359 (cell)
iheartpta@yahoo.com
Eddie Squires, Kentucky PTA President
930-3516 • 550-7065
kypta.president@gmail.com

Kentucky PTA
www.facebook.com/?sk=2361831622#!
/group.php?gid=116874298952
National PTA
www.facebook.com
/parentteacherassociation

For additional information about the
PTA, please go to Kentucky PTA at
www.kypta.org or
National PTA at
www.pta.org.
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